
February 8, 2016 

Busway / Parker School Update 

After the January 14 public meeting, the project “team” convened to review public input and determine 

possible changes to the plans to address key concerns.  

The meeting included: Town Manager, Director of Human Services, Public Works Director, Planning 

Director, Resident Troopers, Fire Chief/Director of Public Safety, Assistant Public Safety Director,  Deputy 

Fire Marshal, Board of Education representative, Town Council member, Parent Representative from 

TIS, TIS Principal, Superintendent, Tolland First Student, the town’s consulting engineer, ACCESS Agency, 

and the Parker Elderly Housing engineer. 

The meeting focused on two key concerns raised by residents: 

 The distance between the parent parking lot and the school 

 The proximity of the busway to the playscape 

The team examined the idea of converting the lower employee lot to the parent parking lot and then 

moving the entire playscape away from the busway.  The parking lot would be expanded, with a 

separate entrance next to the busway entrance and a separate exit onto Old Post Road.  

Although this approach would result in three curb-cuts (driveways) in close proximity to one another on 

Old Post Road, the consensus was that because two driveways would be entry-only (one for buses and 

one for parents) and one would be exit only (parents), the traffic conflicts would not be comparable to 

typical curb cuts in close proximity.  

It was recognized that there is the potential for back-up onto Old Post Road if parents are queued up 

while buses are arriving. The design of this new parent lot can help to minimize this issue and it was 

agreed that the benefits of this new design outweighed this potential challenge.  

The playscape will be completely moved to a location selected by the school administration. A fence will 

be placed between the recess area and the busway and connect to the existing fence on the west side of 

the recess area. The fence will have a 10-foot wide emergency access. 

In terms of construction, the outdoor site work is intended to occur during summer and be completed 

by the time school begins. School officials noted that summer break is from June 20 to August 31, 

although staff begins the school year sooner. The construction team would begin meeting with school 

officials to plan for construction in early spring if not sooner. 

The playscape and play area in front of TIS will not be available for use during the summer due to 

construction.  School officials will also look into moving the summer school day-care program 

temporarily. 

ACCESS Agency intends to not allow smoking in the building and have a no-weapons policy. Further 

discussion is needed as to whether there might be a small designated outdoor area for smoking.  
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The engineering team is still working on plans to provide access from TIS to the recreation center, to 

maintain parent access to the door currently used for student pick-up, and fence and landscaping 

design. 


